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ABSTRACT                        Our study deals with the partially mummified remains of an adult individual re-
covered in the Eastern Desert of Egypt in 2007, during the excavations of the Roman praesidium 
of Dios. The grave was discovered in the rubbish dump of the fortification. Several elements of 
the lower limb are mummified. However, the lack of mummification or more precisely the par-
tial state of mummification of some parts enables the direct observation of the bones and the 
identification of several paleopathological conditions. Among others, dental pathologies and 
associated maxillary infection, severe osteoarthrosis and a very advanced stage, OPLL-associated 
DISH (Resnick et al. 1978) have been identified. Acta Biol Szeged 56(2):109-114 (2012)
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Figure 1. Geographical localisation of Dios along the road from Koptos to Berenice, in the Eastern Desert in Egypt.

Figure 2. The excavation of the Roman praesidium of Dios and its 
environment.

Figure 3. The grave was discovered in the rubbish dump of the prae-
sidium.



Figure 4. Remnants of the pitched shroud used to prevent the de-
composition of the body.

Figure 5. Mummified part of one of the lower limbs.

Figure 6. The relatively well preserved skull of the approximately 
60-70 years old man.

Figure 7. Traces of periapical abscess periodontitis in the left maxilla.

Figure 8. Lower extremity of the left femur presenting traces of knee 
arthrosis. 



Figure 9. Severe arthrosis of the left knee: the partial mummification 
of the left lower limb reveals the advanced stage eburnation and 
remodelling on the proximal epiphysis of left the tibia.

Figure 10. Thoracic spine with ossified spinal ligaments (DISH).

Figure 11. Two third of the vertebral column is completely fused due 
to DISH.



Figure 14. Traces of extensive OPLL and degenerative articular changes 
on the second cervical vertebra.

Figure 12. Calcified/ossified entheses on the posterior surface of the 
right tibia.

Figure 13.  Ossification of the posterior longitudinal ligament (OPLL) 
in the cervical spine.
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